
 

view, Fla. Three teenage boys had 

drilled a hole into the pipeline in an 

alleged search for money. The leak 

resulted in the release of a noxious 

chemical cloud and the evacuation 

of thousands of local residents. 

 

Following the hearing, Bilirakis 

noted, ñThis ammonium pipeline 

leak should be a wake-up call about 

the vulnerabilities of our nationôs 

pipeline infrastructure.ò He added, 

ñMany of these pipelines, while 

crucial to industry, could be sitting 

ducks for a terrorist attack resulting 

in a catastrophe. Just look at how a 

simple act of vandalism by teenage 

boys affected so many people. 

Imagine how much damage and 

disruption a sophisticated and coor-

dinated terrorist attack could 

cause.ò 

WASHINGTON 

(14 Nov.) --   
 

U.S. Rep. Gus 

M. Bilirakis (R-

Fla.), member of 

the House Com-

mittee on Home-

land Security, on 

Wednesday 

questioned the head of Transporta-

tion Security Administration, Kip 

Hawley, about the security condi-

tions and inspection of pipelines in 

the Tampa Bay area.  

 

During questioning on the subject 

of the hearing, which was about 

reported TSA negligence in under-

mining airport security review, 

Bilirakis notified Hawley that he 

wants a prompt response from his 

Agency, which assists the U.S. 

Department of Transportation in 

the security of the nationôs pipe-

lines.  

 

ñI want to let you know that I am 

going to be contacting TSA about 

the security of these pipelines, 

especially in the Tampa Bay area, 

and the role that TSA is playing in 

their inspection and security,ò said 

Bilirakis, who will be sending an 

official letter to the Agency 

shortly.  ñI hope that you will direct 

the appropriate officials under your 

direction to take this matter very 

seriously and respond to my in-

quiry expeditiously.ò 

 

Congressman Bilirakisôs question-

ing follows an act of vandalism on 

Nov. 13 to a 30-mile-long anhy-

drous ammonia pipeline in River-

Chairman 

David 

Storck 

 

What an 

exciting time 

it is to be a 

Republican in the Tampa Bay 

area.  Not only do we gain a 

lot of attention from the can-

didates, being the anchor of 

the I-4 corridor, but we also 

are hosting a Republican 

Presidential Debate in the 

Tampa Bay area with the eyes 

of the nation watching.   

With so much attention fo-

cused on us and all of the 

campaigns trying to earn our 

individual votes, we are work-

ing together with the sur-

rounding counties of Mana-

tee, Pasco, and Pinellas on 

holding the largest Republi-

can Presidential Straw Poll in 

all of Florida.  This will be 

held on Wednesday, Novem-

ber 28 in St. Petersburg at the  

Vinoy Park.  It should be a 

fun event with food, music, 

and a debate watching party 

in the open air. 

 

This is a ticketed event and 

they are selling fast!  Republi-

cans from all over the state 

are calling and trying to se-

cure tickets to this event.  

Interest is high and tickets are 

limited so I hope you can join 

us for the festivities and show 

your support for your chosen 

Republican Presidential Can-

didate.   

 

Now is the time to show your 

support for your candidate 

and to remember that after we 

have our nominee, whomever 

they may be, that we need to 

come together as a party and 

work hard to defeat the liberal 

tax and spend Democrats.   

 

Never before has teamwork 

been more important.  To-

gether we will win!  As al-

ways, thank you for your con-

tinued support! 
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Please send any  

comments, questions, 
or suggestions to:  

 
Editor@HCRP.org  
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