
 

 

violators, criminals, previous deport-

ees and possible terrorists. Without it, 

these often repeat offenders will con-

tinue to bounce off our existing mari-

time border security efforts until they 

successful gain entry into the United 

States." 

 

Every year, DHS estimates that more 

than 10,000 unknown migrants at-

tempt to cross in small boats from the 

Dominican Republic to Puerto Rico 

alone; representing almost 50 percent 

of maritime migrant apprehension. 

Most interdicted migrants currently 

are repatriated because the United 

States lacks the ability to verify the 

identity of these apprehended mi-

grants, posing a potentially serious 

risk to national security.  

WASHINGTON (25 

Sept.) -- On Tuesday, 

the House Committee 

on Homeland Security 

approved the Coast 

Guard Authorization Act, H.R. 

2830, which contained legislation 

authored by U.S. Rep. Gus M. 

Bilirakis (R-Fla.) that creates a 

pilot program for the mobile bio-

metric screening of aliens inter-

dicted in the maritime environ-

ment. 

 

Congressman Bilirakisôs proposal 

(H.R. 2490), which the Committee 

added to the Coast Guard bill, 

would create a pilot program ena-

bling the Coast Guard, the lead 

federal agency for maritime home-

land security, to collect biometric 

information on waterborne aliens 

and screen them against existing 

federal databases of those wanted 

for immigration violations and 

other transgressions of U.S. laws. 

The bill also requires the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security (DHS) 

to evaluate the results to determine 

the feasibility and appropriateness 

of expanding such capability 

throughout the DHS maritime 

border system.  

 

"I am pleased the Committee acted 

decisively to include this very 

important tool in our nation's 

maritime border security infra-

structure," said Bilirakis. "The 

instant processing of illegal aliens 

in our maritime domain through 

biometric identifiers is critical to 

clamping down on immigration  

Republican and 

proud of it!!! 

 

Up until a few 

weeks ago, it 

seemed that 

being a Republican was 

something most people were 

not willing to stand up and be 

proud of when asked.  Again, 

we must thank the Democrats 

for returning pride to Republi-

cans. 

 

Democrats and their far left-

wing base continue to shoot 

themselves in the foot.  

Groups like MoveOn.org, 

Media Matters, New York 

Times, CNN, CBS, and others 

just keep making mistakesð

the attacks on our military, 

the 75% discount rate for 

MoveOn.orgôs ad in the New 

York Times, Democrat Sena-

tors not willing to condemn 

left-wing groups.  Meanwhile, 

the liberal leadership of San 

Francisco refused to let our 

Marines film an advertise-

ment in parts of their city.  

What a slap in the face of 

American! 

 

Republicans are working on 

real leadership issues.  Dis-

cussions have been reopened 

with North Korea, earmark 

reforms on government 

spending, and the positive 

results from the No Child Left 

Behind Act are being felt.  

Stand up Republicans!  Share 

with everyone these things 

that are happening around us. 

Report the truth to you fam-

ily, friends, and co-workers.   

Of course I must not forget 

that the Democratic Party has 

decided that Florida is not 

important and the Democrat 

presidential candidates cannot 

campaign in Florida, but they 

can use our state as an ATM.   

Thank God I'm Republican; 

Florida matters! We believe 

in a bright future and we work 

hard to make it happen.   

Stand up Republicans and be 

proud of who you are! 

Homeland Panel Approves Bilirakis Maritime Biometric ID Measure 
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