
 

Res. 295, which expresses deep 

appreciation to military families 

for their unwavering support of 

their loved ones as they answer 

the call to serve their country and 

keep the United States safe.  

 

ñSupport from loved ones of 

those in our military, is vital to 

helping our warfighters success-

fully complete their mission to 

protect our nation,ò said Bilirakis. 

ñThese dedicated and strong indi-

viduals play an important role in 

helping our soldiers deal with the 

stresses of life while stationed on 

foreign shores, out at sea or on 

the battlefield. These individuals 

are also there, committed to help-

ing our uniformed men and 

women as they transition back to 

civilian life, and in some cases, 

recuperate from their injuries.ò  

Washington 

(Feb. 26) 

 

U.S. Rep. Gus M. 

Bilirakis (R-Fla.), 

member of the 

House Committee 

on Veteransô Affairs and Chair-

man of the Republican Policy 

Committee Veterans' Affairs 

Task Force, recently introduced 

two legislative measures aimed at 

improving active duty military 

pay and recognizing military 

families for the support of their 

loved ones serving in the Armed 

Forces.  

 

For the second consecutive year, 

Congressman Bilirakis has intro-

duced legislation, which would 

provide a 0.5 percent military pay 

increase above the Presidentôs 

request. On Monday, he intro-

duced H.R. 5481, which would 

guarantee a minimum pay raise 

of 3.9 percent in FY09. In 2007, 

Bilirakis introduced H.R. 2027, 

which provided for a 0.5 percent 

raise above the Presidentôs re-

quest. The FY08 Defense Au-

thorization bill signed into law 

earlier this year contained lan-

guage similar to Bilirakisôs bill.  

 

ñIt is critical for the continued 

growth and morale of our Armed 

Forces that we work towards 

improving the existing military 

and private sector pay gap,ò said 

Bilirakis. ñWhile I applaud the 

Administrationôs efforts to boost 

military pay, I believe we can and 

should do better. This legislation 

will move us closer to achieving 

parity between private and mili-

tary pay rates and help our 

Armed Forces continue to attract 

quality men and women.ò  

 

Last week, Congressman 

Bilirakis also introduced H. Con. 

Chairman 

David 

Storck   

We stand on the 

cusp of the most 

important election 

in my lifetime and all of our efforts 

will be working towards Victory in 

November.  As of the initial publi-

cation of this newsletter, there are 

248 days left until the General 

Election.  Although it may sound 

like a lot, the time will fly between 

now and then. 

Weôve been working hard on ac-

tivities promoting our Party and 

getting people involved.  Last 

month, we worked on the Florida 

State Fair.  This month, we have 

the Plant City Strawberry Festi-

val Parade this Monday, March 3 

(I hope to see you with us on our 

float) and we will be launching a 

new look to our website.  And next 

month, we will be heading up north 

for our Annual Tallahassee Trip, 

April 9 & 10 (SAVE THE DATE)! 

ððð 

Fellow Republicans, I would be 

remiss if I did not mention the 

passing of a great conservative.  

Before there ever was Rush Lim-

baugh, there was William F. Buck-

ley, Jr.  It is with great sadness that 

I note his passing on Wednesday, 

February 27, 2008.  This great man 

has helped steer the last half cen-

tury of the conservative move-

ment.  His wit and candor will be 

greatly missed. 

ððð 

Thank you all for reading and I 

will be back here again in barely 

two weeks.   
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Please send any  
comments, questions, 

or suggestions to:  

 
Editor@HCRP.org  
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