
 

able in the future.ò  

 

On January 3, 2008, Congressman 

Bilirakis traveled to Parksdale 

Farms in Plant City, Fla., to survey 

the damage caused by the freeze 

(see "Bilirakis Offers Assistance 

Local Farmers Affected by Freez-

ing Temperature" in The Republi-

can Voice, Vol. 2 Issue 2).  

 

ñIn January, I viewed the extent of 

the crop damage caused by the 

freezing temperatures. It was sig-

nificant,ò said Bilirakis. ñThe Fed-

eral government must now act to 

ensure that those producers whose 

livelihoods were affected by the 

freezing temperatures are eligible 

for any federal assistance available 

now or in the future.ò 

WASHINGTON 

(28 Mar.) ï  

 

Following a wave 

of freezing cold 

temperatures in 

early January that 

damaged crops in Hillsborough 

County, Florida Congressmen Gus 

M. Bilirakis (R-Palm Harbor) and 

Adam Putnam (R-Bartow) sent a 

letter on Wednesday to the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture Secre-

tary Ed Schafer urging him to de-

clare Hillsborough County a pri-

mary disaster.  

 

On January 3, 2008, Rep. Bilirakis 

discusses crop damage with Kristen 

Hitchcock of Parkesdale Farms in 

Plant City, Fla.   

Such a declaration would make the 

affected agriculture producers eligi-

ble to apply for any existing or 

future federal disaster assistance.  

 

In the letter, Bilirakis and Putnam 

highlighted the extent of the dam-

age wrought by the freezing tem-

peratures in Hillsborough County 

and urged federal action:  

 

ñStrawberries and tropical fish 

sustained significant damage. The 

freeze caused a 30% loss to the 

strawberry crop and losses to tropi-

cal fish farms range from 30%-90% 

in Hillsborough County,ò the letter 

said. ñTherefore, we respectfully 

urge a primary disaster declaration 

for Hillsborough County so the 

affected producers may be eligible 

for any disaster assistance that is 

currently available or will be avail-

Chairman 

David 

Storck   

Hello, my fellow 

Republicans!  

This is one of the 

milestones for 

our newsletter, because this 

issue commemorates our one 

year anniversary of The Repub-

lican Voice.  I hope that every-

one enjoys reading it as much 

as we enjoy putting it together. 

 

This year, communication and 

organization will be essential to 

winning in November.  Al-

though we are the largest Re-

publican Executive Committee 

in Florida, that will not mean 

anything unless it translates 

into getting others, who agree 

and believe in our message, to 

the polls in on Election Day.  

With your friendship and sup-

port, we will be victorious! 

 

Iôm looking forward to our 

Annual Tallahassee TripðI 

hope you have signed up al-

ready.  It is always a good time, 

where the best part is spending 

time getting to know one an-

other better.  By being a part of 

the trip, it is a team building 

experience.  If you have any 

questions about the trip or if 

you still need to RSVP, e-mail  

answers@hcrp.org.   

As you may already know, we 

are preparing to launch a new 

website.  I have seen the layout 

and planning for it and believe 

me, it will be worth the wait.  

We have a hard date of April 15, 

2008 and it will be revealed at 

our REC meeting, where it will 

go online during the meeting. 

 

There are a lot of exciting things 

happening within our Republi-

can Party and I encourage eve-

ryone to get involved as much 

as possible.  Not only are you 

doing things to help the Party, 

but the friendships developed 

will last a lifetime.  Thank you 

again for tuning in and I hope 

you will join us in Tallahassee! 
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800 West Lumsden Rd  
Brandon, FL  

33511 
 

Office:  
(813) 657-6499 

 
Fax: 

(813) 657-6527 

 
Mailing Address:  

 

P.O. Box 2598  
Brandon, FL  
33509-2598 

�²�²�²�²�²�² - 
Please send any  

comments, questions, 
or suggestions to:  

 
Editor@HCRP.org  

 
 

United on the 
Path to Victory  
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