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Rep. Bilirakis Calls for Halt to Possible Medicaid Cuts

WASHINGTON
(16 Apr.)

i U.S. Rep. Gus M. Bilirakis (R caid services.

-Fla.) has cesponsored legisla-
tion that would place a tempo-
rary moratorium on several
Medicaid regulations that, ac-
cording to the Congressional
Budget Office, would result in
nearly $20 billion in cuts in
federal funding to the program
over the next five years.

The Protecting the Medicaid
Safety Net Act of 2008 (H.R.
5613) extends until April 1,
2009, moratoria on seven Ad-

From the office of Congressman Bilirakis
ministrationimposed regula-  bursements to safetyet hospi-
tions that would shift large cost tals.
burdens on to casstrapped
state and local budgets, and
could ultimately result in a sig-
nificant scaling back of Medi-

"While | am extremely con-
cerned about the runaway cost
of entitlement spending and |
understand the need to crack
down on waste, fraud and abuse
in the Medicaid program, this
legislation simply puts a hold
Bilirakis believes that both on regulation changes that
Congress and the President  would too dramatically affect
need to find a solution that doesMedicaid, while putting States
not affect states budgets or the in a position to pick up a tab
Medicaid program so severely. that they simply will not be able
Bilirakis is especially con- to cover," said Bilirakis.

cerned about regulations that "Congress needs to pass H.R.
would prevent reimbursement 5613 and then find a solution
for services provided for trans- that addresses the impact these
porting Medicaideligible chil-  regulations will have on our
dren to schools and limit reim- states and communities."

Despite a veto threat from the
President, Congressman
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Chairman

General Election and rallying country and the local races

United on the
Path to Victory

David Storck

Greetings, fellow
Repubicans!

It is now the middle of April
and our Republican Party is
moving forward towards vic-
tory in November. The De-
mocrats are still fighting it
out, where their party struc-
ture is as confused as their
politics. But we are not rely-
ing on their disarray to help
us win.

We are looking towards the

around ALL of our Republi-

will take care of our commu-

can candidates on the Novem-nity issues and the direction of
ber ballot. That is where we our county and state. Just re-

excel, is at the grassroots member that this vy
level. 1 am confidentthatwe t heme i s AUNnited o
will outwork our competiton t o Vi ct ory! o
and win.

Thank you for checking out
We are already recruiting our latest issue of The Repub-
volunteers and identifying Il ican Voice. Whi |
people who want to take a it, please check out our web-
strong role inthisallimpor- site i f you havenb

tant election year. It is crucial
that we focus on our entire
ticket; the presidential elec-
tion will address national is-
sues and the direction of our

lately. This past Tuesday, we
launched our revision of the
www.HCRP.orgsited where

it will help us communicate
and coordinate. God Bless!
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